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sing the canticles in an incomprehensible French, recite the
catechism, and then * * * nothing. Soon the Marquesan will
be incapable of climbing a coco-nut palm, incapable of going
into the mountains to look for wild bananas with which to
feed himself* The children, kept indoors at school, without
exercise, the body (for decency's sake) always covered, are
becoming delicate, unable to bear a night in the mountains*
They all are beginning to wear shoes, and when their feet have
become softened they will no longer be able to run along the
rough paths or cross the torrents by the pebbly fords. We
are at present at the sad spectacle of the extinction of a race
that is already for the greater part consumptive, its loins
sterile and its ovaries destroyed by mercury/'
A proof that the Administration was blind to the special
qualities of the race that was in its charge was the suggestion
made after the great eruption of the volcano Mont Pel^e
in Martinique* The Administration had no interest in pre-
serving the islanders as a race, being concerned only with the
thought of checking the decrease in their numbers* "This
extraordinary Governor, named Ed* Petit/' Gauguin has
recorded, "wrote to the Colonial Minister; 'In the Marquesas
the race is dying out. Would it not be possible to send us the
surplus population from Martinique?' " If the black flood
had come it would have overwhelmed the Polynesians, com-
pleting their racial extinction more effectively and radically
than all the diseases and proselytisings of the West*
By August the relapse in his health and the increase in his
physical sufferings made him reverse his former determination
and consider returning to Europe* He would have liked to be
able to return in time for the exhibition that M* Fayet had
proposed for the following year, but everything would depend
on how much money he was able to put aside and how much
over and above the monthly allowance from Vollard he was
lucky enough to receive* He thought of settling down near
the de Monfreids in the Midi or of going to Spain to look